- sample resolution -

RESOLUTION ____ 

COMMUNITY OF ___________________
COUNTY OF ______________________
STATE OF MINNESOTA

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE (CITY/TOWNSHIP) OF ________________

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MINNESOTA BLUE STAR AWARD PROGRAM 

The Blue Star Award Program aims to provide Minnesota communities that excel in stormwater management the positive public recognition they deserve. A city council or township board resolution is not required for community participation. However, for your community, you may feel that leadership from a city council or township board is necessary for your community’s successful participation in the Blue Star Award Program.

Below is sample resolution language, which should be tailored as needed to fit the unique situation in your community. Please insert relevant “WHEREAS” statements (see sample menu on the next page) prior to the THEREFORE statement below, which can be modified but which should include the four basic elements below:

[4 basic resolution elements]


NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the (City Council/Township Board) of the (City/Township) of _______________ does hereby authorize the (City/Township) of ___________________ (the “Community”) to participate in the Minnesota Blue Star Award program.  Be it further resolved that the Community:

1. Appoints ________________ to serve as the Community’s Blue Star Award coordinator to facilitate program implementation [the coordinator could be an existing staff person or entity, or task force, or an appointed community member]; and

2. Will facilitate the involvement of community members and other units of government as appropriate [could be specific in naming groups here] in implementation of the Blue Star Assessment; and

3. Plans to take actions to register the Community through the Blue Star Award Program website and conduct the Blue Star Award Program voluntary self assessment [could include a specified time period for registering the Community and conducting the assessment]; and 

4. Will, in the event that the community’s score is sufficient to earn the Blue Star Award, claim credit for earning the Minnesota Blue Star Award for excellence in community stormwater management. A notice of the Community’s status as a Minnesota Blue Star Award winning Community will be posted on the Blue Star Award Program web site.


By:
_______________________________


Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________
City Administrator/ Manager/ Clerk
 Date: ______________________________

- sample WHEREAS statements –


Standard sample WHEREAS statements:

WHEREAS, the protection and preservation of Minnesota’s water resources presents new challenges and opportunities to both the Community of ___________ and to the quality of life of its citizens and businesses; and

WHEREAS, [Community] hereby acknowledges that the residents of [Community] desire a stable, safe and  sustainable future for themselves and future generations; and


WHEREAS, the degradation of water quality has the potential to negatively impact local, regional and state economies; habitat; ecological communities, including native fish and wildlife populations; spread invasive species and exotic diseases; reduce drinking water supplies and recreational opportunities; and pose health threats to our citizens; and


WHEREAS, 40% of the waters tested in Minnesota do not meet Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) standards and are impaired for at least one pollutant or condition; and 
WHEREAS, local governments have the unique opportunity to achieve stormwater runoff pollution reductions through building and facilities management; land use and transportation planning; environmental management; and through economic and community development; and

WHEREAS, [Municipality] wishes to support a model of government which benefits our residents now and far into the future by exploring and adopting sustainable, economically-sound, local government practices; and

WHEREAS, the Community of ________________ has already made significant efforts to improve water quality and address stormwater runoff pollution [if desired, insert one or more actions or initiatives or resolutions enacted by the community or by others in the community to address water quality and stormwater runoff concerns]; and

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Blue Star Award program provides positive public recognition for Communities achieving a minimum score on the Blue Star Award voluntary stormwater management self-assessment; 

Green STEP Cities-specific WHEREAS statements: 

 
WHEREAS, a broad coalition of public and private stakeholders including the League of Minnesota Cities, the MPCA, Office of Energy Security and CERTs responded to 2008 legislation [Minnesota Session Laws 2008, Chapter 356, Section 13 directing the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (“MPCA”) and Office of Energy Security in the Department of Commerce (“Office of Energy Security”), in collaboration with Clean Energy Resource Teams (“CERTs”), to recommend municipal actions and policies that work toward meeting the State’s greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals] by establishing the Minnesota GreenStep Cities program to provide a series of sustainable development best practices for Minnesota Cities; and

WHEREAS, the completion of the Blue Star Award Program community stormwater management self- assessment, and achievement of the Minnesota Blue Star Award for Excellence in Community Stormwater Management, is the GreenStep Cities program primary method of achieving Best Practice no.17 – Efficient Stormwater Management; 
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